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LIBRARY CARD MONTH

ONE MORE YEAR

It is National Library Card Sign Up Month in September,

Linebacker Dytarious Johnson

and Booth Library is still providing services.

looks ahead to his senior season.
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Enrollment
numbers to
be released
next week

ROTC training

Staff Report
Tenth Day enrollment numbers are expected to be

released on September 8 or 9.

T he past two years have seen an enrollmenr in

crease at Eastern.

Eastern's enrollment saw a 3.7 percent increase in
total headcount from 7,526 in Fall 2018 to 7,806 Fall
2019 and a 7.1 percent increase from Fall 2017 to
Fall 2018.
The Spring 2020 semester saw 810 freshman, 765
sophomores, 995 juniors and 1,647 seniors.
High school students enrolled in dual credit COW'S
es made up 1,735 of the total student headcount.
There were 1,621 graduate students taking courses
through Eastern in the Spring 2020 semester.
A total of 7,621 students were enrolled in courses
at Eastern that semester.
Undergraduate students were enrolled in 56,421
credit hours, high school students were enrolled in
7,041 credit hours and graduate students were en
rolled in 11,112 credit hours in Spring 2020.
Males made up 3,016 students and females made
up 4,605 of the student population.
In the Fall 2019 semester 1,582 freshman, 871
sophomores, 1,307 juniors and 1774 seniors were en
rolled in classes at Eastern.
No high school students were distinctly accounted
for in the 2019 enrollment numbers. Graduate stu
dents accounted for a total of 1462 at Eastern.
Eastern had a total of 7,030 students enrolled in
courses during the Fall 2019 semester.
Undergraduates students at Eastern were enrollcd
in a total of77,395 credit hours and graduate stu
dents were enrolled 5,339 credit hours during that
semester. There were 2,783 males and 4,247 females
enrolled at Eastern Fall 2019.
The News Staffcan be reached at 581-2812 or at

clennewsdesk@lgmailcom.
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Cadet Joshua Anderson (left) explains fitness and nutrition plans to a Military Science lab class on Thursday. The lab meets once each
week.

Election packets available online
Staff Report
Student Senate online election packets
are now available online.
The packets are due Tuesday for those in
terested in applying.
A meeting will also take place Tuesday at
4 p.m. for candidates as well as a meeting 4
p.m. September 1 1 , also virtual.
Campaigning will begin Septem ber 1 1

and end on September 19.
The senate is looking to fill four execu
tive positions, 12 student senator seats and
eight Committee chairs.
The executive scats are paid positions.
The s enate is s eeking a Student Body
President, Executive Vice President, Stu
dent Vice President of Academic Affairs and
Vice President of Student Affairs.
The senate is seeking chairs for the Inter-

nal, External, Diversity, Academic, Alumni,
Student, Campus Enhancement and Busi
ness Affairs.
The elections will take place September
21 and 22 and ballots will be sent via email.
The first 500 students who vote will re
ceive a free First Night T-shirt.
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 or
at dennewsdesk@g mail.c om.

SRC adapts to COVID-19 guidelines this semester
By Heather Vosburgh

Staff Reporter I @DEN_news

"We want masking at all times, so anytime you're

The Student Recreation Center is one of the
many resources on campus that has adjusted
their guidelines for student health and safety.
Paul Noble, the Operations and Programs
Coordinator, said one of the main new proce
dures, wearing a mask is always required for stu
dents in the SRC.
"We want masking at all times, so anytime
you're in the facility you must have the appro
priate face mask on, covering your mouth and
nose. We encourage people to also wear masks
whilst doing cardio machines, so treadmills,
bikes, ellipticals, power mills, stairsteps and row
ers. If it is too much for them, that's the only ex
ception we will make," Noble said. "They can
take it off at that point, but we do encourage
people to keep them on whilst doing that."
The SRC has also encouraged social distanc
ing by removing equipment from the weight
room, spacing the remaining equipment out,
and taping the floor around the equipment to

in the facility you must have the appropriate face
mask on, covering your mouth and nose:'
show students where they should be while using
the equipment.
New cleaning procedures have been imple
mented in the SRC as well.
"We've increased cleaning stations around
the building, so there's more binning (trash)
stations. We're closing an hour and a half ear
ly every night, doing increased sanitation pro
cedures," Noble said. "We have increased staff
on the floor, so that between each use, the ma
chines can be adequately sanitized and cleaned."
SRC Director Sarah Daugherty said, there is
no checking out of any equipment besides a mat
from the SRC office and there arc no reserving

-Paul Noble

spaces.
"We are not reserving space at all," Daugh
erty said. "So, dance studio, aerobics room, bas
ketball courts, anything. We do not do any res
ervations at all."
There are still many resources available to stu
dents in the SRC, such as group fitness class-.
es, E-Sports (PC only), special event intermu
ral sports and the pool, but in order to use those
spaces, a spot must be reserved.
"You have to reserve space in a group fitness
class, which we have never done before, but that
way it allows us to know who's here. Same thing
for E-Sports. They have to reserve space in the

arena in order to play and we had to space that
out, obviously, quite a bit. And then in the pool,
we are starting lane reservations. Because of the
number of people that we have had, they have
to make a reservation to use a lane," Daugherty
said. "It also allows us to track who's here, so,
worst case scenario, we can do contact tracing
as well."
If a student is interested in reserving a spot
for a class or the arena for E-Sports, they can
find the link on the campus recreation website.
Pool reservations are done through the SRC
office and they can be reached at 581-2820.
SRC Assistant Director Kevin Linker ex
plained how people can sign up.
"Once they're on IMleagues, they use their
PAWS credentials. Just like they're logging
into PAWS, they log into IMleagues that way
with those credentials. You get there and there's
a spot for the intermural sports, there's a spot
for groupex, and then the E-Sports arena. And
once you click on groupex, it shows you the

SRC, pages
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A group of Eastern students study together in Booth Library on Thursday afternoon. The library is adjusting to new guidelines this semester in response
to COVID-19 ..
Advertising

News Staff

Staff

Editor-in-Chief
AdamTumino
DENeic@gmail.com

Faculty Advisers
Editorial Adviser
Lola Burnham
Photo Adviser

News Editor

Brian Poulter

Corryn Brock
dennewsdesk@
gmail.com

WebsiteAdviser
Brian Poulter
Publisher
Lola Burnham

Associate News
Editor
Elizabeth Taylor

Business Manager
Betsy Jewell

dennewsdesk@gmail.
com

Press Supervisor
Tom Roberts
Night Staff

Photo Editor

for this Issue

Karina Delgado

AdamTumino

DENphotodesk@

Alyssa Marino

gmail.com

Night Chief
AdamTumino
Assistant Photo

Copy Editor

Editor

Alyssa Marino

Zach Berger
DENphotodesk@
gmail.com

Library card month underway
By Elizabeth Taylor

AssociateNewsEditor I @DEN_news
National Library Card Sign Up
Month occurs every September
to coincide with the beginning of
each school year.
At Eastern, every student, fac
ulty and staff member already has
a library card for Booth Library;
this is one of the functions of Pan
ther Cards.
Library cards may seem insig
nificant, but they grant access to a
wealth of resources such as any of
the books, CDs, DVDs and other
materials in the library, as well as
use of the library computers and
access to online resources and in-

terlibrary loan.
Illinois residents over the age
of 18 who are not affiliated with
Eastern can get access to all of
these resources at Booth, too, but
they must apply for a library card.
T hey also can't access Booth's on
line resources and interlibrary
loan except through library com
puters.
Brad Tolpannen, head of circu
lation services, said that around
200 community members current
ly have library cards for Booth Li
brary.
"The library would welcome all
community members to apply for
a library card," Tolpannen said.
During the C OVI D-19 pan-

feature programs related to An
American Sunrise by Joy Harjo.
T he Center for Student Inno
vation is currently going through
renovations, but it may be"'l'lp<:n to
the public once it is finished.
In the meantime, though, Tol
pannen just asks that visitors be
mindful of safety precautions.
"Even though patrons don't
have access to the bookshelves
right now, our staff can get you
what you need," Tolpannen said.
"We want our students to know
that we are still here and ready to
help."
Elizabeth Taylor can be reached at

581-2812

or e gtaylor@eiu.edu.
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E

demic, many libraries have had to
shut down temporarily or make
major changes to their operations.
Books are difficult to sanitize
and library patrons have to touch
them to check them out, so even
with social distancing and masks
enforced, libraries can't r u n as
normal.
At Booth, patrons do not cur
rently have access to any of the
bookshelves, but they can stop by
the circulation desk and ask li
brary employees to get whatever
materials they need.
Despite these adjustments, the
library will still be promoting the
Big Read from the National En
dowment for the Arts, which will
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
weeks' worth of classes and which
classes are available. If you click on
those, it shows you how many spots are
left, and you c.an sign up fur a class that
My," linker said. "Stud.mes c.an sign up
a week in adwna, but they mipJu not be
available�. Week in advanc.e, even
rhough die whole semester is already on
there."
The occupancy limiwion in the SRC
is 350 people at one time, and only 20
of those people are allowed in the weight
room at once.
The staff is keeping track of how many
people come into the SRC, but, as of re
cently, their daily use does not typically
exceed 350.
"We haven't had to turn anyone away,"
Daugherty said.
Basic gym rules still apply in the SRC,
so students must follow the current ap
pard policy.
''All the things you would expect to
hap pen in a gym we still have all of those
things in place as well to make sure that
we're still maintaining everyone's safety,
not just from COVID, but from every
thing that's potentially harmful," Daugh
erty said.
These policies are in place keep every
one in the SRC as safe as possible and
protect the student body.
"We understand that they can be frus
trating, and we understand that they're
weird and alienating, but it's there to pro
tect you and it's there so that we can stay
open . We want to stay open and that's
the reason weve put all of these things in
place," Noble said. ''Were doing it for no
other reason, but for your benefit."
,

ZACH BERGER

HeatherVosburghcan be reached at
581-2812orathmvosburgh@eiu.ec/u.
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time back at the SRC this semester.
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COLUMN

Take advantage of
th� nice weather
this weekend
W i t h av erage temp erat ures
aroun d 80 d e grees t h is u p c o m 
ing L a b o r D a y weeke n d , t h e op
portunity to get outside and enjoy
t h e w e a t her should be taken be
fore classwork becomes too much
to bear.
We at T he D a ily Eastern N e ws
suggest that students and commu
n i t y memb ers take a d v a n t a ge o f
some outdoor activities w h ile re 
membering to co mply w i t h CDC
and university guidelines in order
to get some exercise and fresh air
w h i le also staying safe.
Lake C h a rlest o n , w h i c h c o v 
ers 440 acres, h a s multiple trails
of var y i n g d i s t a n c es for p e o p le
to t raverse. Lincoln Prairie Grass
Trail is an ideal path for cyclists or
joggers not interested in t h e h ills
that Lake Charleston has to offer.
Fox R i dge State Park is also a
short drive from campus that has
"m i les of rugged, s c e n i c h i ki n g
tra i ls , " according to charlestonil
linois.org.

I THE

Diamond Thomas, a senior majoring in Health Administration, worked out on an elliptical at the Student Recreation Center. Thomas said it was her first

T here are o u t d o o r r e c re a t i o n
options on campus a s well.
A lthough Eastern has disman
tled the basketball hoops on cam
pus i n e fforts to s t o p s t u d e n t s
from gathering, there is still t h e
P a n t h er Tra i l fo r run n i n g a n d
walking. You c a n also just take a
w a lk around campus if you have
some free time.
I f y o u w a n t to w a l k w i t h a
g r o u p o f fr i e n ds , h o w e v er, b e
aware that the CDC recommends
t h a t all p a r t i c i p a n ts i n large
groups wear masks a n d social dis
tance at lengths of at least 6 feet.
Eas t ern a ls o req u i res masks o n
campus.
W e are sure that many students
are stressed this semester, so before
you get overwhelmed with home
work and midterms and campus is
covered in wet, dead leaves, take
this opportunity t o enjoy beauti
ful w e a t h e r w h i le p r a c t i c i n g t h e
n e c essary measures to keep b o t h
yourself a n d y o u r peers safe.

'
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Bi cor orations don t
care about BLM at all
In the past few months, America has
entered a serious conversation about ra
cial injustice, specifically surrounding po
lice brutality against Afric.an-Americ.ans.
Protests in support of the Black Lives
Matter movement are all following the
death ofBreonna Taylor in March 2020,
George Floyd in May, the shooting ofJa
cob Blake almost two weeks ago on Aug.
23rd, and countless others.
Recently many big companies have
scrambled to make their statements of
support ofBlack Lives Matter. Compa
nies such as Nike, Google and Walmarc
have not only made statements of sup
port but also made large donations in
the fight against racial injustic.e. While
it's great that some of corporate America
has made efforts to play a bigger role in
combating systemic racism, many others
have not done enough.
The term perfonnative activism is one
we should all know by now; it allows for
companies (and individuals) to appear
socially conscious while not putting in
any real action. Consumers and activ
ists have called for all larger corporations
to open their wallets if they truly want to
support them.

Destiny Blanchard
Many companies have been called out
for having racist work environments, and
are accused of only supporting BLM in
fear of losing their customer base. This
isn't surprising if we recognize that many
of the people behind most big compa
nies are rich, white men. It's hard to con
sider their support as anything more
than a marketing ploy because many of
these executives have never and may nev
er understand the full extent of racial is
sues in this country.
One corporation that got a huge
backlash for supporting BLM was the
NFL. T he backlash is warranted when
considering their treatment of former
San Francisco 49ers quarterback, Colin
Kaepernick. Kaepernick is most known

for his peaceful protests against po
lice brutality in 2016 and has not been
signed onto any football team since then.
NFL commissioner R oger Goodell
has since made a statement saying, "We,
the NFL, admit we were wrong for not
listening to NFL players earlier and en
courage all to speak out and peaceful
ly protest. We, the NFL, believe Black
Lives Matter."
Hopefully, these companies will take
this moment as an opportunity to ex
amine their role in the perpetuation of
racism within their own organizations.
Some companies have made an effort
toward benefittingBlack businesses and
people. Sephora has committed to do
nating 15% of their shelf space to Black
owned beauty brands, and LEGO sus
pended marketing for police-themed
sets.
It's great to see that some companies
are showing a true interest in disman
tling systematic racism but not enough
has been done.
Destiny Blanchard is ajunior manage
ment major. She can bemxhedat 5812812ot'atdblanchard@eiu.ec/u.
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Johnson has high expectations for senior year
By Charles Lettner
Football Reporter l@DEN_Sports

but having veterans like Johnson in
place can be huge.
"The old adage, the cliche there's

The Eastern football team is back

nothing like experience, there's no sub

in action this week, having resumed

stitute for experience, is absolutely true,"

practices Aug 31. Games are not in

he said. ''lhey're cliches for a reason."

the near future for the Panthers, even

Cushing also praised Johnson's ability

though their conference foe Austin Peay

on the football field.

last week who lost 24-17.

knows how to play the game," Cushing

strapped it up against Central Arkansas
Eastern senior linebacker Dytari

"He's a player with god given talent,
said.

ous Johnson said it felt odd to hear that

Cushing elaborated that Johnson has

2019 OVC Champions Austin Peay was

had the talent of terrorizing opponents'

"It was strange, we usually don't see

son was not your big-time prospect. He

playing in the full with a pandemic.

backfields since high school, but John
a three-star recruit in the state of Al

each other play because we're playing

was

around the same time," Johnson said.

abama, but the potential was there. He

The Eastern defense showed a lot of
promise for the Panthers last season de

was originally committed to Michigan
after receiving a scholarship offer.

spite a 1-11 record. Johnson said he felt

A transcript error caused Michigan

that the defense will be better than last

to withdraw its offer, and Eastern could

season.

not have been more blessed to receive a

"We have gotten older, bigger, and
stronger," he said

talented individual with serious poten
tial.

Johnson said the team's mentality go

Eastern had just lost star defender

ing into the season is the same no mat

Kamu Grugier-Hill, who was drafted

ter when they begin to play games.
"We just want to win," he said.

208th overall in the sixth round of the
2016 NFL Draft to the New England

He also said he likes what he has seen

Patriots.

so far in the youth brought in by head

Johnson is determined to continue to

coach Adam Cushing over the past two

be a force for the Panthers defense as he

recruiting classes with just over 80 new

is seventh all-time in tackles for loss. If

comers in Cushing's first two recruiting

you ever talk with Johnson, he will say

classes.
"With their speed and athleticism, it
''
challenges us older guys, Johnson said.

he's a team player first. Stats are not his
hopes he

"The upper classmen are pushing the

every Panther has achieved, and that is

new comers harder to make each other

winning a conference title.

better every day."
Cushing said the mix of youth and
veterans

can

be a benefit for the team,

priority, but before he leaves Eastern, he
can

claim something that not

Charles Lettn ercan be reached at 581-

2812 orcjlettn er@eiu.edu.

FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern linebacker Dytarious Johnson gets up after tackling an Indiana State player during a game on Sept. 21, 2019.
Johnson recorded 10 tackles in the game.
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